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Preface 



Islam is an all-embracing way of life. It extends over the entire spectrum of life, 
showing us how to conduct all human activities in a sound and whole some 
manner. It does not allow a hierarchy of priests or intermediaries between Allah 
and human beings, no farfetched abstractions and no complicated rites and 
rituals. 

Everybody can readily understand the Quran and follow in the footsteps of the 
Prophet (i§§S), to the best of his or her ability, assured by Allah that He will 
accept the deeds that each soul has the ability to offer (what means), Holy Quran 
says: 

“Allah does not put under stress any soul more than its endurance. There is a 
reward for whatever good it has earned, and there is torment for whatever evil it 
has perpetrated. ‘O our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or do some 
mistake. O our Lord, lay not on us such a (heavy) burden as You laid on those 
before us. O our Lord, put not on us (also) the burden that we have not the 
strength to bear, and overlook (our sins), and forgive us and have mercy on us. 
You alone are our Master and Helper. So grant us victory over the disbelievers .” 1 

It is not at all a difficult religion as most people from other religions and beliefs 
around the world think it is. It merely teaches the simplest way of leading our 
lives in the best way. The best thing about Islam is that it not only is specific to 
the religion based matters but also provides complete guidance in the various 
other aspects of life that makes it easier to lead a successful life. Moreover, Islam 
is not just a collection of prayers, rather it also allows and directs to celebrate 
and commemorates the days of Mercy and favors of Allah. 

Celebration, commemoration or remembrance is the action of celebrating an 
important day or event. A ceremony or celebration in which a person or event is 
remembered. The word celebration means to do something special or enjoyable 
for an important event, occasion, holiday, to praise someone or something, to 
say that someone or something is great or important, to perform a sacrament or 
solemn ceremony publicly and with appropriate rites to honor as a holiday 
especially by solemn ceremonies or by refraining from ordinary business, to 
mark as an anniversary by festivities or other deviation from routine, to hold up 
or play up for public notice, or to perform a religious ceremony. 



1 Holy Quran; Chapter 2, Verse 286 
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Mawtid of (Behoved Muhammad (i§§p) 



Mawlid un Nabi is the birth of the Prophet Muhammad ((§§S). More than one 
billion people all over the world today, one way or the other, follow the Prophet 
Muhammad (|§p). We believe him to be the Last and Greatest of all the 
prophets and messengers sent by Allah Almighty Allah unto mankind to give 
instruction and provide guidance as to the Way of Life i.e. The Straight Path: 

Islam that He has chosen for us. The Prophet Muhammad (|p0 was born in 
Mecca in the Arabian Peninsula some 570 years after Prophet Jesus (i®lQ. 



The birth of the Holy Prophet ((§§S) is the greatest favour of Allah Almighty on 
humanity. That is why the Muslim community celebrates the birth anniversary 
of the Holy Prophet ((§§£) with traditional zeal and zest on the 12th of Rabi Ul- 
Awwal and strengthens their faith. However, some mischievous elements, which 
are devoid of spiritualism, speak against the celebration of birth anniversary of 

the Holy Prophet (i§§S) and declare it as unjustified. The fact remains that in 

order to strengthen their relationship with the Holy Prophet (|p0; the more the 
Muslims express their feelings on his birth anniversary the less. 

In Islam, celebration is a form of thanking Allah, the One True God. Celebration, 
in Islam, is merry-making, going out to parties, visiting and meeting friends and 
relatives and having clean fun, and also a form of physical and spiritual 
purification. Some people are misunderstood about the real concept of Islam 
and they think the celebrations as innovations in Islam, while Islam is entirely 
based upon celebrations and commemorations. 

Salat is the practice of ritualistic prayer in Islam as opposed to Dua, which is the 
Arabic word for supplication. Its importance for Muslims is indicated by its 
status as one of the Five Pillars of Islam. Salat is preceded by ritual ablution and 
usually performed five times a day. It consists of the repetition of a unit called a 
rak ah (pi. raka at) consisting of prescribed actions and words. The number of 
obligatory (fard ) raka at varies from two to four according to the time of day or 
other circumstances (such as Friday congregational worship, which has two 
rakats). Prayer is obligatory for all Muslims except those who are prepubescent, 
menstruating, or are experiencing bleeding in the 40 days after childbirth. 
Perhaps the most well-known Muslim practice in the religion of Islam is ritual 
prayer, or Salat, which is performed five times a day: at dawn ( al-fajr ), midday 
( al-zuhr ), afternoon ( al-'asr ), sunset ( al-maghrib ) and evening ( al-'isha ). Salat 
is one of the five pillars of Islam. In fact, these five time prayers of Islam i.e. 
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tMawCid of (Behoved Muhammad (||p) 



Salat is the remembrance and commemoration in the memory of the practices 
of Allah’s messengers as it is evident from the following: 

Imam Tahawi retrieved the saying of Imam Muhammad b. Aisha regarding five 
obligatory prayers: 



“When in the dawn, father of humanity Hadrat Adam’s (fill) repentance was 
accepted, he prayed two units of Salat thus that become Fajar prayer.” “When at 
the time of Zohar, Prophet Abraham (fill) was blessed with Prophet Isaac (fill), 
he prayed four units of Salat thus that become Zohar prayer.” When Prophet 
Uzair (fill) was raised (after ten decades), he was asked: How long you been in 
this situation? He replied: a day or a part of a day, thus he prayed four units of 
Salat thus that become As’ar prayer.” “Prophet Uzair (fill) and Prophet David 



(fill) was forgiven at the time of Maghrib, they prayed four units of Salat but 



sat down in the third unit(due to weakness) .Thus is this way three units 
completed, fourth can’t be completed, thus it became Maghrib.” “And the one, 
who first prayed the last prayer i.e. Ish’aa, was our beloved Prophet Muhammad 
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The ihram is a white, seamless garment. It consists of two pieces for men and 
one piece, a simple white gown, for women. It is the only garment that the 
pilgrim is allowed to wear during the performance of the Hajj rituals. At the 
time of his or her entrance to Mecca, the pilgrim must already be clothed in the 
ihram. Some pilgrims attire their ihram in Medina, some in Jeddah and some 
others in the neighboring towns to the east and south of Mecca. Hajj etiquette 
dictates that the pilgrim must not wear any jewelry and that no violent or sexual 
acts should take place during the entire length of the rituals. Putting on the 
ihram is accompanied by a total change of attitude that is a result of the 
pilgrim's intent (niyyah) to renounce the world for a more pious and humble life. 
Now the question is that why it is so to attire this special dress, ihram in these 
days? Answer is that in fact this is the commemoration and celebration of 

Prophet Moses’s (fill) practice as it is evident from the following narration: 



2 Sharah Mani ul-Aathar by Imam Tahawi, 1:226, Number 1014 
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